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Examiner 

Thomas J. Druan, Jr. 



Applicant(s) 

VOTOI-ATO, EARL J. 



Art Unit 

3724 



- The MAILING DATE of this communicati n appears on the cover sheet with the c rresp ndence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 1 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is spedfied above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply writhin the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 September 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-10 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 
Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) CH Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) [H Information Disclosure Statement(s) {PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) dl Other: 
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Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment to the claims filed on 29 September 2003 does not comply 
with the requirements of 37 CFR 1.121(c) because some changes in claim 1 have not 
been indicated by appropriate markings. Amendments to the claims filed on or after 
July 30, 2003 must comply with 37 CFR 1 .121(c) which states: 



(c) Claims, Amendments to a claim must be made by rewriting the entire claim 
with all changes (e.g., additions and deletions) as indicated in this subsection, except 
when the claim is being canceled. Each amendment document that includes a 
change to an existing claim, cancellation of an existing claim or addition of a new 
claim, must include a complete listing of all claims ever presented, including the text 
of all pending and withdrawn claims, in the application. The claim listing, including the 
text of the claims, in the amendment document will serve to replace all prior versions 
of the claims, in the application. In the claim listing, the status of every claim must be 
indicated after its claim number by using one of the following identifiers in a 
parenthetical expression: (Original), (Currently amended), (Canceled), (Withdrawn), 
(Previously presented), (New), and (Not entered). 

(1) Claim listing. All of the claims presented in a claim listing shall be 
presented in ascending numerical order. Consecutive claims having the same status 
of "canceled" or "not entered" may be aggregated into one statement (e.g.. Claims 1- 
5 (canceled)). The claim listing shall commence on a separate sheet of the 
amendment document and the sheet(s) that contain the text of any part of the claims 
shall not contain any other part of the amendment. 

(2) When claim text with markings is required. All claims being currently 
amended in an amendment paper shall be presented in the claim listing, indicate a 
status of "currently amended," and be submitted with markings to indicate the 
changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version of the claims. 
The text of any added subject matter must be shown by underlining the added text. 
The text of any deleted matter must be shown by strike-through except that double 
brackets placed before and after the deleted characters may be used to show 
deletion of five or fewer consecutive characters. The text of any deleted subject 
matter must be shown by being placed within double brackets if strike-through cannot 
be easily perceived. Only claims having the status of "currently amended," or 
"withdrawn" if also being amended, shall include markings. If a withdrawn claim is 
currently amended, its status in the claim listing may be identified as "withdrawn— 
currently amended." 
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(3) When claim text in clean version is required. The text of all pending 
claims not being currently amended shall be presented in the claim listing in clean 
version, /.e., without any markings in the presentation of text. The presentation of a 
clean version of any claim having the status of "original," "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented" will constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the 
immediate prior version, except to omit markings that may have been present in the 
immediate prior version of the claims of the status of "withdrawn" or "previously 
presented." Any claim added by amendment must be indicated with the status of 
"new" and presented in clean version, /.e., without any underlining, 

(4) When claim text shall not be presented; canceling a claim. 

(i) No claim text shall be presented for any claim in the claim 
listing with the status of "canceled" or "not entered." 

(ii) Cancellation of a claim shall be effected by an instruction to 
cancel a particular claim number. Identifying the status of a claim in the claim listing 
as "canceled" will constitute an instruction to cancel the claim. 

(5) Reinstatement of previously canceled claim. A claim which was 
previously canceled may be reinstated only by adding the claim as a "new" claim with 
a new claim number. 



Since the reply filed on 19 September 2003 appears to be bona fide, applicant 
is given a TIME PERIOD of ONE (1) MONTH from the mailing date of this notice, 
whichever is longer, within which to submit an amendment in compliance with 37 
CFR 1 .121 in order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD 
MAY BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas J. Druan, Jr. whose telephone number is 
703-308-4200. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00) First 
Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Allan N. Shoap can be reached on 703-308-1082. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 
308-1148. 





October 3, 2003 



BOYER ASHLEY 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



